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Vacations from war

The Vacation from the War campaign, summer 2003
Stepstoward the concr ete utopia of a peaceful world
on the example of the Middle East and the Balkan wars.

Dear benefactorsand friends, 30" Novembre 2003

Again last summer morethan 1500 children and young people from the Balkan
conflict-zones came together in twelve summer-camps. They ate as much asthey
could, each dept in a single bed, used a warm shower but first played together,
lear ned how to swim and how to speak about their fate, and they mourned
together.

This still isan unique experience.

A group with children from the three parts of Bosnia

Dear Donors,

my nameis Petar Tesanovic, | livein Sebrenica and finished the fourth grade of the primary
school. | livewith my father and my brother, my mother waskilled during thewar. Hereis
everything super.

| want to thank you for making possible for meto cometo the seaside.

Petar Tesanovic (a Serbian boy)

Dear Donors,

my nameisNihada lbric, | am 10 yearsold and have finished thefourth grade. | livein an
orphanagein Tuzla. Thisismy first timeat the seasideand | wish | could come again. Thank
you very much for making possible for me these holidays.

| loveyou,

Nihada. Ibric (amudim girl)

| alsothank all of you Helga Dieter (Koordinator)



Four strong young women from | srael and Palestine—Who comes from where?

Dear donors, 30" of August 2003
On behalf of all 90 participantswho took part in three separate | sraeli-Palestinian dialogue seminars
thissummer, wewould liketo thank you and expressour deep gratitude to you who generously
provided funding for thisproject. Your support really helpsusin paving theway to areal peaceand
alasting coexistence between the two peoples.
Thisseminar was a unique experience. What is seldom possible for usunder our daily
circumcetances was granted here: we shared with each other our thoughts, our points of view and
daily liveswith great sincer ety, even though almost all of uswereborn and raised in | srael/Palestine.
For many this meeting wasthefirst opportunity to have met a flesh-and-blood person of the other
side. Theatmospherein the seminar was one of mutual respect, under standing, and a sense of
equality....
Thelsradislistened to the suffering of the Palestinian people since the 1948 Nakba and the painful
and per sisting conditions of the refugees, their daily fearsof military attacks and thereality of being
kept prisonersunder curfew and closures.
The Palestinianslistened to the suffering of the I sraeli peoplein the holocaust and their everyday
fearsof suicide-bomberson abusor in public places...
Wealso had alot of fun dancing, singing, sharing in each other‘s culturesand having excursions
together.
Wefeel inspired and motivated by each other’sreal desirefor peace and reconciliation, and plan to
keep working both in collaboration, and each in hisown community, when we are back homein
order to continuewhat we have started herein Germany. Thiswasareal , Vacation from War*, and
timetoreflect on our group and individual effortsin the future.
Finally wethank you again... Yourssincerély,

Initiative, Breaking Barriers’ Israel and Palestine, Youth Federation Nablus

Peace School ,, Neve Shalom / Wahat al Salam*



